Hardware

1. Name four different input devices?
2.  Name four different output devices?

3. Name two different types of magnetic media?

4. Describe two precautions to be taken when using magnetic media?

5. What is hardware?

6. What is a computer and what does it do?

7. Name the four main parts of a computer system?

8. What does the CPU consist of and what do the letters CPU stand for?

9. Name the two main parts of the processor and describe their function?[c]

10.  What does ROM stand for and what does this mean?

11.   What does RAM stand for and what does this mean?

12. What is the name of the blocks of data stored in memory and what name is given to the place in memory where they are stored? N[c]

13. What is the binary language called that a computer understands?

14. What are bytes used to measure?

15. What is the name of the special set of codes used to store text?

16. What does ASCII stand for?

17. When referring to storage devices name the two types of access and 

      describe how they operate? [C]

18. How does Media differ from devices?

19. List three types of data used in the production of a multimedia presentation?

20. Name two advantages of operating a computer network?

21. What do the letters LAN stand for and what do they describe?

22. A bank’s central computer system processes the accounts for all the 

       customers in Scotland. The computer system is a mainframe. Give two 

       reasons why this type of computer would be used for this task?

23. The teachers in a school want to be able to access any pupil’s record immediately. What type of backing storage will be used to allow this type of access.

24. Give two reasons for your answer?

25. A mail order company keeps details of transactions stored on magnetic disc. A backup copy is also held on magnetic tape.

i) Why does the company make a backup copy of the transactions?

ii) Why can the company hold the back up on tape and not need to use disc?

26. Fred has to produce a report for homework. He has a computer and printer 

       at home that he decides to use for this purpose instead of writing it out by 

       hand. Give two advantages in using the computer to produce the report.

27. Fred saves his report to disc and decides to print it out using the school’s 

       laser printer. The school has the same type of pc as Fred and uses the same 

       type and format of disc. However, Fred finds he cannot load his report on 

       the school computer. Why is this?

28. Describe the differences between hard disc, CD ROM and WORM as methods of backing store?

29. An office has several microcomputers that are linked in a LAN. What does 

       LAN stand for and give 2 advantages of having the pc’s linked in this way?

30. In each info office throughout the country there is a pc connected to a 

       modem. These pc’s are linked in a network. What kind of network is this?

31. Describe how data is written onto a CD ROM? [c]

32. Describe what is meant by a multi media environment? [c]

33. Before the installation of a LAN a management team spent a lot of time

A]Sending messages and dealing with messages

B]Finding information for reports

Describe how the LAN has made each of these tasks easier? [c]

34. The LAN is connected to a WAN. Describe two ways in which a member of 

     the sales team could make use of this facility when away from the office? [c]

35. An office worker has poor eyesight. Describe 2 ways in which their

      computer system could be adapted to make it easier for them to use? [c]

36. Programs often require calculations to be carried out. Which part of the 

      CPU performs calculations? [c]

37. ASCII is a standard code for representing characters. Give one advantage 

       of using such a standard code to represent characters? [c]

38. Staff in a store carry out a stock check every week and input the data using 

       OCR. The store is considering using palm top computers for the stock 

       checks. Suggest 2 advantages palm tops have over OCR forms? [c]

39. Sandie buys a new computer. It is described as a multimedia computer. 

       Suggest one input and one output device it may have to warrant this 

       description? [c]

40. The computer has a word size of 16 bits. 

       What is meant by the term word? [c]

41. Sandie buys a printer for her computer. She is told the printer will work 

       with her computer.

       i]  The printer is a different make from her computer. How can the

           manufacturer be sure that the printer will print most of the 

           characters correctly? [c]

      ii ]  When Sandie keys in a £ character on her computer, her printer prints a 

             # character. Give one possible reason for this? [c]

     iii]   Some characters on the computer do not cause anything to be printed. 

            These are control characters. Give 2 examples of uses for control 

            characters? [c]
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